by Brigitte Van Tiggelen T o many non-native, or non-American, English speakers, the word "commencement" sounds like a strange choice to designate the end of a university curriculum. But then, all speeches and celebration talks given on commencement day focus on the future, and what students must take away from the years leading to graduation in a world full of opportunities, challenges, and unknowns. The same applies to our work on the history of IUPAC. It was started in the wake of the IUPAC 100 th anniversary, and it will be mentioned among other presentations during the IUPAC centenary celebrations, but for both IUPAC and the writing of its history, 2019 does not mark an end but a beginning, a step on a path full of challenges and opportunities.
This special issue demonstrates at length the challenges met in the past by an international scientifi c organization in a world where geopolitical and cultural contexts shift constantly, and in which science, and in particular the chemical sciences, evolves and grows, even as its role and responsibility in a globalized society grows in parallel. Born as an alliance of WWI's victors, the Union soon morphed into an international union, and became global after WWII, despite the tensions between geopolitical blocs, and the initial predominance of the Western world. In the same way, the slow but steady increase in the number of women at leadership levels refl ects the evolution of mentalities and society. While the Union's traditional responsibilities, such as nomenclature and standardization, have remained at the core of activities such as naming elements and defi ning the mole, IUPAC has also adapted to technological changes with the management of chemical information through digital means.
The general narrative covered in this special issue of CI ends in the '80s, while a few close-ups provide a glimpse at the last decades of the 20th century. In the '90s, the Union embarked on a complete transformation of its structure and mode of action. This reorganization came as a response to the development of international scientifi c work, the growth of chemistry in all its dimensions, and the evolving societal role of science in general and of chemistry in particular. To some extent, the elements of the story told in this special issue explain why changes were needed at the turn of the century, and how the responses given in the past could no longer adequately answer the demands of the present and the future.
The topic of this fundamental reorganization, including, for example, the deployment of the exemplary CHEMRAWN initiative or the evolution of IUPAC's publishing strategy from paper to web, will be picked up in coming feature contributions in CI. A more comprehensive publication on the history of IUPAC is in incubation. Another captivating aspect is the opening of the Union to new categories of members, beyond the National Adhering Organizations (NAOs) and chemists. This began fi rst as a specifi c campaign targeted at corporations and businesses with the Company Associates Group (established in the 60s) and later including organizations for which the connection with chemistry was more tangential, referred to as Associated Organizations.
Many more topics wait to be explored, even as more documents, archives, and testimonies remain to be collected. Historical material no longer immediately useful or needed at the IUPAC headquarters will soon join the archives kept at the Science History Institute. Beyond the headquarters, the archives of IUPAC commissions, divisions, and task groups are also to be gathered. As we embark on the next century of IUPAC, we look forward to pursuing the historical work with the IUPAC community and want to end this special issue with a call to arms: if you have historical material (pictures, manuscripts, publications), please join in the celebratory mood that spurs memories, and share them with us! 
